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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION GROUP FOR AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD PRODUCTION IN LATIN AMERICA (ICGAD) 

REE: STATE 201006 (USUN 13379) 

1 . PER PARA 4 REETEL MISOFF MET WITH UNDP'S ASSISTANT 
ADMINISTRATOR FOR LATIN AMERICA, VALDES, SEPTEMBER 2 TO 
DETERMINE EXTENT UNDP INTEREST IN AND SUPPORT FOR ICGAD 
AND WAS TOLD: 

A. UNDP INTERESTED AND WOULD SUPPORT ICGAD. 

B. VALDES, WHO HAD JUST RETURNED FROM VACATION, PLANNED 
ANSWER ICGAD CHAIRMAN YRIAT'S LETTER DATED 8 AUGUST "THIS 
WEEK." 

C. VALDES TWO MONTHS AGO HAD ALREADY TEMPORARILY LOANED 
HIS BEST AGRICULTURE MAN JORGE ELENA TO YRIAT AND THE IDB TO 
HELP GET ICGAD LAUNCHED. 

D. VALDES ENVISIONED UNDP EINANCED ASSISTANCE WOULD 
CONSIST OF I) FURNISHING ICGAD WITH ONE UNDP-FULL TIME 
BODY (NOT ELENA) AND 2) FINANCING PARTICULAR PROJECTS FROM 
THE REGIONAL IPF AND, HOPEFULLY PROJECTS EROM THE COUNTRY 
IPE'S THAT ICGAD RECOMMENDED TO UNDP AND TO LATIN 
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COUNTRIES. VALDES SAID HE WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED 
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IN SEEING ICGAD TRY TO BETTER RATIONALIZE THE RESEARCH 
WORK AND IMPROVE THE OUTREACH OE VARIOUS NATIONAL AGRICUL- 
TURAL RESEARCH INSITUTUES IN LATIN AMERICA MOST OF WHICH 
PRESENTLY DO THEIR WORK "IN ISOLATION" AND HAVE LITTLE 
REAL PRACTICAL IMPACT ON SOLVING LATIN AMERICA'S PRESSING 
AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS. 

E. VALDES SAID HE BELIEVED THE IDB-ICGAD LINK MIGHT 
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